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Executive Summary 
 
2050 London Infrastructure Plan 
 
On 30 July, I launched a consultation on my 2050 London Infrastructure Plan. The Plan is the 
first attempt to set out the full range of infrastructure requirements for the capital over the 
next half century, during which time the population of London is forecast to increase by thirty 
seven per cent to more than 11 million people. I want to consult with Londoners, local 
boroughs, the Government, the wider south east and beyond. 
 
Recruitment of London Residents to the Met 
 
On 14 July, the MPS Commissioner Sir Bernard Hogan-Howe and I announced that for the first 
time in its modern history, the MPS will recruit exclusively from Londoners to fill the ranks of 
new police constables. The introduction of this new criteria for applicants to the MPS will help 
ensure the force is more resilient and more reflective of the city it serves. 
 
‘Crossrail’ for cycles unveiled 
 
On 3 September, I unveiled Europe’s longest substantially-segregated urban cycleways which 
are the centrepiece of my £913 million commitment to get more Londoners on their bikes. 
 
Two continuous cycle routes almost completely separated from traffic will cross central London 
from east to west and north to south, opening up thousands of new journey opportunities for 
cyclists. The north-south route will run for more than 3 miles from Elephant & Castle to King’s 
Cross. The east-west route will run from Barking to Acton, a distance of over 18 miles. 
 
Funding to build thousands more low cost homes for Londoners 
 
On 22 July, I allocated almost half a billion pounds to over 50 housing providers to build 
thousands of new affordable homes in the capital. 
 
An additional £404 million has been allocated to increase house building, which also includes 
funding for the London Housing Bank and Housing Zones, as part of an overall £1.25 billion 
package to deliver 45,000 affordable homes by 2018. 
 
Stratford re-zoning and Olympicopolis design competition 
 
On 21 July, I announced that the three Stratford stations (Stratford International, Stratford 
Station and Stratford High Street) would be re-zoned to zone 2/3 from 2016 in order to 
maximise the unique Olympicopolis project and wider strategic plans for Stratford. 
 

This is my twenty-fourth report to the Assembly, fulfilling my duty under Section 45 of the 
Greater London Authority Act 1999.  It covers the period 10th July to 3rd September. 



  

At the same time, I launched a design competition for Olympicopolis – the planned cultural and 
educational quarter on Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park. 
 
 

Policing, Crime and Community Safety 

 
Launch of Sobriety Scheme 
 
On 31 July, I launched the first scheme in the UK that will enforce alcohol abstinence through 
the compulsory use of ankle tags among offenders who binge drink. The mandatory round the 
clock tag monitors alcohol consumption by an offender. The aim is to reduce alcohol related 
re-offending, ease the pressure on the police and the criminal justice system and make our 
streets and town centres safer, particularly at night. 
 
Alcohol-fuelled criminal behaviour can be a problem on our high streets and deter law-abiding 
citizens from enjoying our great city, especially at night. It also places massive strain on 
frontline services, whilst costing businesses and the taxpayer billions of pounds. I pledged to 
tackle this booze culture by making the case to Government for new powers to allow 
mandatory alcohol testing as an additional enforcement option for the courts. This is an 
approach that has seen impressive results in the US, steering binge drinkers away from 
repeated criminal behaviour and I am pleased we can now launch this pilot scheme in London. 
 
The year-long pilot is in the South London Local Justice Area, covering Croydon, Lambeth, 
Southwark and Sutton. It is anticipated that between 100-150 offenders will be sentenced by 
the courts to an ‘alcohol abstinence monitoring requirement', where they will be banned from 
drinking any alcohol for up to 120 days and tested constantly using the new ankle tag. If an 
offender breaches the sobriety order, they can be returned to court where further sanctions can 
be imposed. 
 
Recruitment of London Residents to the Met 
 
On 14 July, the MPS Commissioner Sir Bernard Hogan-Howe and I announced that for the first 
time in its modern history, the MPS will recruit exclusively from Londoners to fill the ranks of 
new police constables. The introduction of this new criteria for applicants to the MPS will help 
ensure the force is more resilient and more reflective of the city it serves. 
 
The MPS is on track to recruit 5,000 new police constables before 2016 to maintain police 
numbers at around 32,000, as pledged in my 2012 manifesto. The new policy means that from 
1 August, only candidates who have lived in Greater London for three of the last six years will 
now be eligible to apply at entry level. This reflects the ambition that I share with the MPS to 
recruit a workforce that reflects and understands London's diversity and has the skills and 
cultural competencies needed to police a great global city. 
 
Whilst every police officer will always be selected on merit, there is more than enough talent in 
the capital to provide the MPS with all the devoted and skilled recruits it needs to keep 
Londoners safe. It is vital that London's police force reflects the city it serves. 
 
MPS Recruits Passing Out Parade 
 
On 14 July, I attended the Passing Out Parade for the MPS’s latest recruits. The parade marked 
the completion of the training of more than 144 recruits to become fully warranted officers and 
of those officers, 18 per cent were BME and 25 per cent were female. It is an important day for 



  

the officers, their families and friends and marks the swelling of police numbers to patrol the 
capital’s streets. 
 
Business Crime Strategy 
 
On 23 July, my Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime, Stephen Greenhalgh, announced a series 
of new measures to combat business crime, including the growing problems of fraud and 
cyber-crime, whilst driving up confidence from businesses to report crime. Feeling safe is a key 
factor in London’s success as a global powerhouse. Businesses choose the capital for its low 
crime rate and thrive under its rule of law. But we know that business crime can be under-
reported whilst criminals are becoming ever more sophisticated. This is the capital’s first ever 
Business Crime Strategy and it aims to ensure law enforcement and other agencies are a step 
ahead, working hand in hand with businesses to reduce the impact and cost of crime to them, 
their staff and the communities they trade in. The goal is to ensure London is the safest city in 
the world to do business. 
 
The Strategy sets out the key challenges facing the capital in its fight against business crime 
and highlights the growing and significant impact of fraud, including cyber-fraud, which was 
estimated in 2013 as costing £52 billion to the UK economy. To help tackle business crime, 
which also includes theft and handling, criminal damage, commercial burglary, robbery and 
assaults on shop staff; it also outlines a series of new measures, including the first London-
wide business confidence survey. 
 
MOPAC is calling for law enforcement agencies and businesses to work more closely with one 
another, with local authorities and, with other relevant organisations such as trade groups, to 
deliver the plans and recommendations contained in the Strategy. The Strategy is actively 
supported by the MPS, the National Crime Agency and City of London Police. 
 
New Scotland Yard on the Market 
 

On 2 September, I unveiled plans to boost investment in frontline policing by putting New 
Scotland Yard on the market. 

New Scotland Yard is being sold by MOPAC as part of a radical overhaul of the MPS estate. It 
will provide a once-in-a-generation opportunity to reinvest money from dilapidated buildings 
into frontline policing, creating a lean and high-tech force fit for the challenges of policing in 
the twenty-first century. 

The plan to reduce the MPS estate by a third has already raised £125 million through the sale 
of 32 under-used and dilapidated buildings. When completed in 2016 it will save the MPS over 
£60 million in annual running costs and leave behind a smaller, more modern estate, which will 
include a brand new training facility in Hendon and a world-class forensics lab and control 
centre in Lambeth. 

With a guide price of £250 million, New Scotland Yard will be marketed as 'Ten Broadway'. No 
longer fit for modern operational policing purposes, upgrading the 1.7 acre, 600,000 square 
foot site would cost an estimated £50 million. Instead, the operational HQ of the MPS will 
relocate to the Curtis Green Building on Victoria Embankment, owned by MOPAC and, empty 
since late 2011, in move that will save the MPS over £6 million a year in running costs, 
equivalent to 130 bobbies on the beat. 

Designed by renowned architects Allford Hall Monaghan Morris, Curtis Green will provide a 
central headquarters hub to meet the policing needs of the capital. The building will be home 



  

to up to 1,000 officers and staff as compared to the 2,500 working out of the current HQ and 
will include public access and event spaces, open-plan offices, an iconic blue line beacon and 
the trademark revolving sign. 
 
London’s big crime drop is outpacing the rest of the country 
 
On 17 July, official annual crime figures released showed the clear progress being made by the 
MPS in cutting crime in the capital compared to the rest of England and Wales. London saw a 
total of 698,729 offences in 2013/14, down by over 70,000 offences in a single year. 
 
The latest statistics published by the Office for National Statistics show a year-on-year 
reduction in recorded crime of 6 per cent in London, compared to no drop in crime in England 
and Wales. 
 
Additional £2.4 million secured to improve support for crime victims in London 
 
On 21 July, my Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime, Stephen Greenhalgh, announced that 
London has secured an additional £2.36 million to fund a series of improvements in services 
supporting victims of crime in London. The funds mean that MOPAC will have £6.7 million to 
commission improved victims services from October that meet local needs. 
 
The £2.36 million has been secured by MOPAC from the Ministry of Justice's Police and Crime 
Commissioner Competed Fund. It follows on from my lobbying to redress the imbalance created 
by population-based allocations which had meant that London received less than its fair share 
of funding. 
 
Innovation fund 2014/15 

MOPAC and the MPS have successfully bid for £7.4 million funding from the Home Office 
Innovation Fund for projects supporting my vision for future policing. The majority of the 
funding (£6 million) relates to the mobility project, with smaller sums awarded for projects such 
as the pilot of body worn cameras (£0.6 million) and multi-agency mental health awareness 
training (£0.5 million). 
 
 

Transport 
 
2050 London Infrastructure Plan 
 
On 30 July, I launched a consultation on my 2050 London Infrastructure Plan. The Plan is the 
first attempt to set out the full range of infrastructure requirements for the capital over the 
next half century, during which time the population of London is forecast to increase by thirty 
seven per cent to more than 11 million people. I want to consult with Londoners, local 
boroughs, the Government, the wider south east and beyond. 
 
The Plan is a wakeup call to the stark level of investment and thought that needs to be put 
into ensuring the capital does not falter. It builds on my campaign for greater fiscal devolution 
to cities, which has brought together London’s government and the Core Cities Group, to 
jointly make the case for devolving locally-raised taxes to cities, allowing for investment in 
much-needed local infrastructure and boosting the whole of the UK’s economy. I believe that 
the model for investment set out in the Plan could also be suitable for other cities. 
 



  

I will also establish a London Infrastructure Delivery Board composed of senior representatives 
from all of the main infrastructure providers in London to utilise their expertise. 
 
A consultation on the London Infrastructure Plan 2050 will run for three months and I am 
expected to publish a final report in early 2015. I have approved expenditure of £181,000 for 
the delivery of this final report. 
 
Transport for London remembers staff who lost their lives in the First World War 
 
On 4 August, on the centenary of the day Britain entered the First World War, TfL paid its 
respects to transport staff that lost their lives in the conflict. 
 
TfL staff joined members of the London Transport Old Comrades Association in paying their 
respects to those who fought by laying wreaths in stations and bus garages across London over 
the course of the day. 
 
Mike Brown, Managing Director of London Underground and London Rail, placed wreaths at 
the memorial to staff from the Metropolitan Railway at Baker Street Underground Station, the 
memorial to staff of the North London Railway at Hoxton Overground Station and at LU’s 
memorial at the Petty France offices. Leon Daniels, Managing Director of Surface Transport, 
was joined by bus staff and Old Comrades as he placed a wreath at the Merton Bus Garage 
Memorial. 
 
London Transport played a pivotal role during the First World War, providing staff and vehicles 
to take troops to the Western Front as well as keeping Londoners moving on the Home Front. 
 
Contactless payments set to launch on TfL services 
 
As of 16 September, millions of customers are set for easier and more convenient journeys 
when TfL introduces contactless payments for all pay as you go customers on the Tube, 
London Overground, DLR and some National Rail services, in addition to the capital’s buses. 
 
The new option, which is part of a huge range of improvements TfL is making for customers, 
means that there will no longer be any need to spend time topping up Oyster balances because 
fares are charged directly to payment card accounts. 
 
Contactless payment cards or devices work in the same way as Oyster, charging the pay as you 
go fare by touching in and out on the readers at the start and end of every journey. 
 
In addition to ‘daily’ capping, a new Monday to Sunday cap will also apply for customers using 
the contactless payment option, as TfL’s advanced system will automatically calculate the best 
value contactless fare over the course of the week. Registered customers will be able to easily 
view their journey and payment history via their TfL online account. 
 
Daily and Monday to Sunday fare capping now applies for bus passengers using 
contactless payments 
 
Since 4 August, bus customers who pay for their journeys with a contactless payment card have 
had their fares automatically calculated to give them the best value for their contactless travel 
over a seven-day period. 
 



  

This added benefit is part of TfL’s huge range of improvements for customers which is making 
it easier and more convenient to pay for travel. Daily fares for bus journeys are capped at 
£4.40, the same as they are for Oyster, meaning that after the fourth journey each day any 
further bus travel is not charged. A Monday to Sunday cap now also applies for users of 
contactless payment cards at £20.20, the equivalent of a weekly Bus and Tram Pass. The 
development of this technology is the first step towards the next generation of Oyster. 
 
Extension of contactless payment card acceptance and capping 
 
I have approved the following: 
 

 The introduction of daily caps for bus fares paid by contactless payment cards, at the 
same values as the equivalent Bus & Tram Oyster daily caps; 

 The introduction of weekly (Monday to Sunday) caps for bus fares paid using 
contactless payment cards, at the same values as the equivalent 7 Day Bus & Tram 
Pass, on a date determined by TfL; 

 The extension of acceptance of contactless payment cards to the Underground, 
Docklands Light Railway, London Overground, trams and National Rail services where 
Oyster is accepted, at the same rates as Adult PAYG using Oyster; 

 The introduction of multimodal daily caps for fares paid using contactless payment 
cards at the same value as the equivalent Oyster daily caps, and weekly (Monday to 
Sunday) caps for fares paid using contactless payment cards at the same values as the 
equivalent 7 Day Travelcard; and 

 The introduction of a new maximum fare which may be applied in the event of a failed 
tram revenue inspection, from the 16 September 2014 or a later date determined by 
TfL and, I have signed a Direction to TfL under section 155 (1)(c) of the Greater 
London Authority Act 1999 to implement the proposal. 

 
TfL and Cubic continue partnership to further improve London’s ticketing and fare 
collection services for customers 
 
On 29 July, TfL announced it had awarded the Electra contract to provide the capital’s 
ticketing and fare collection services to Cubic Transportation Systems Ltd. 
 
Three companies, LG CNS Co Ltd, Scheidt & Bachmann GmbH and Cubic Transportation 
Systems were shortlisted and invited to submit detailed bids. Following this process, Cubic was 
selected as the successful bidder. 
 
The contract begins in August 2015 for a term of seven years, with an early exit option at five 
years and extension options of up to three years. 
 
Latest figures show Tube operated more than 98 per cent of journeys in first period 
of 2014-15 
 
Latest performance figures from TfL show that London Underground operated more than 98 
per cent of scheduled train journeys in the first period of 2014/15. 
 
The figures for Periods 1 and 2 of the current year follow 2013/14’s record performance, when 
LU carried 1.265 billion passengers. Passenger numbers are now up by a third over the last ten 
years. 
 



  

New Cash Points on the Tube 
 
On 15 July, TfL announced it has teamed up with Raphaels Bank to introduce 70 cash points at 
London Underground stations which dispense both Pounds and Euros. The move forms part of 
TfL’s work to modernise and improve the services available to customers across the transport 
network. 
 
UK cardholders can withdraw sterling for free from the distinctive new cash points which are 
situated in prime locations across the LU network, including Waterloo, London Bridge and 
King’s Cross St Pancras stations. 
 
London completes the world’s largest bus retrofit programme 
 
On 21 July, TfL announced the completion of the world’s largest retrofit programme of over 
1,000 older buses as part of a comprehensive programme of measures to deliver significant 
reductions in harmful NOx emissions and improve air quality London’s air quality. 
 
The retrofit process involves fitting a Selective Catalytic Reduction system to the exhaust of 
each bus. The equipment was successfully trialled in 2012, demonstrating NOx emission 
reductions of up to 88 per cent. 
 
Innovative pollution reducing equipment has now been installed on the exhaust systems of 
1,015 buses operating on more than 50 routes across London and TfL is now exploring plans to 
expand the programme with the Department for Transport. 
 
Priority was given to bus routes passing through areas with high NO concentrations, including 
those serving Elephant and Castle, Marylebone Road, Fulham Broadway, Oxford Street and 
Putney High Street. The £10 million retrofit programme funded by TfL and the DfT has already 
delivered air quality benefits to 102 of the 187 nitrogen dioxide focus areas identified across 
London. 
 
Iconic London buses at the finishing line of the 2014 Tour de France 
 
On 27 July, to celebrate the role that TfL played in delivering this year’s Tour de France, two of 
London’s iconic red buses made a symbolic trip across the channel to feature in the finale stage 
of the event in the Avenue des Champs-Elysees in Paris. 
 
A New Routemaster bus driven by Sir Peter Hendy CBE was a part of the Tour de France 
procession. Alongside it was an original Routemaster driven by TfL’s Managing Director for 
Surface Transport, Leon Daniels. 
 
TfL trials latest digital technology to further improve bus passenger experience 
 
Since 6 August, bus passengers have been able to shop, surf and post as TfL commenced a trial 
of free WiFi on two buses operating in the capital. 
 
The trial involves WiFi technology installed on a route 12 bus, operating between Dulwich and 
Oxford Circus, and a route RV1 bus, running between Covent Garden and Tower Hill, that will 
allow passengers to keep in touch through email and social media, browse the internet and 
even complete their weekly grocery shop. 
 



  

It is hoped that if the trial is successful that sponsors would be found to enable it to be rolled 
out to other buses in the fleet. A sponsorship would enable the technology to be delivered at 
no additional cost to taxpayers or passengers. 
 
This trial is just one of a number of innovations developed to improve the experience for bus 
passengers that have been developed during the Year of Bus, which celebrates the vital 
contribution London’s bus network makes to the life and economy of the city. 
 
Consultation launched on UK’s first “Safer Lorries Scheme” 
 
On 29 July, TfL and London Councils launched their consultation on the Safer Lorries Scheme, 
which will see a ban on lorries that do not have safety equipment in order to protect cyclists 
and pedestrians from the capital’s streets. 
 
The Safer Lorries Scheme will use a combination of powers held by TfL and London boroughs 
to deliver a simple, quick and complete solution across all London roads.       
 
The proposed ban will require every vehicle in London over 3.5 tonnes to be fitted with 
sideguards to protect cyclists from being dragged under the wheels in the event of a collision. 
It will also require them to be fitted with mirrors which give the driver a better view of cyclists 
and pedestrians around their vehicles. 
 
The ban would operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week, covering the same area as the 
London Low Emission Zone. It would be enforced by on-street enforcement and, in future, 
could move to CCTV cameras, subject to further approval by the Department for Transport and 
London boroughs.      
 
TfL set to launch new bus sensor technology trial for improved road safety 
 
On 1 August, TfL confirmed that trials of detection software to enhance bus driver awareness 
of pedestrians and cyclists were about to commence as part of a continued drive to improve 
road safety in the capital. 
 
Four buses, two on route 25 and two on route 73, will be fitted with brand new pedestrian and 
cyclist detection software as part of a six-week trial. The technology directly alerts bus drivers 
when pedestrians and cyclists are moving close to their vehicles, helping to reduce collisions. 
 
TfL is also trialling two systems 'CycleEye' from Fusion Processing Limited and 'Cycle Safety 
Shield' from Safety Shield Systems Limited. 
 
CycleEye is advanced cyclist detection technology which uses both radar and optical 
technology to detect cyclists in close proximity to vehicles and the system audibly alerts the 
bus driver to their presence. Cycle Safety Shield is able to detect pedestrians, cyclists or 
motorcyclists in close proximity to vehicles, giving a visual warning and then an audible alert to 
the driver. 
 
The bus routes, which run between Oxford Street and Ilford via Mile End (route 25) and 
Victoria to Stoke Newington via Oxford Circus and Kings Cross (Route 73), have been 
specifically chosen for the trial because of the high number of pedestrians and cyclists that use 
these bus routes. A report detailing the findings of the trial and suggested next steps will be 
available later this year. 
 



  

First ever Pedestrian Safety Action Plan for London 
 
On 11 July, TfL published London’s first Pedestrian Safety Action Plan. The plan compiled by 
TfL, working alongside key stakeholders, looks to address the concerns and challenges faced 
by pedestrians across London, helping to turn the capital’s streets into a safer, more pleasant 
place for all. It outlines 31 key actions which will directly target the key factors in collisions and 
help further reduce pedestrian casualties across London. 
 
The actions include: 
 

 Creating a new ‘gold standard’ for all new and upgraded pedestrian crossings, 
expanding the use of Pedestrian Countdown timers to more than 400 sites; 

 Produce the first London Pedestrian Design Guidance to plan and design for safe and 
comfortable walking environments; 

 Trialling of innovative collision detection software on London Buses involving the 
testing the effectiveness of radar and optical technology for reducing collisions with 
cyclists and pedestrians; and 

 Trialling Intelligent Speed Adaptation on London Buses to understand the potential role 
of this technology on buses in promoting adherence to speed limits across the road 
network. 

 
New multi-million pound contracts to deliver the future of London’s traffic signals 
awarded 
 
On 18 July, TfL announced the award of new traffic signals maintenance contracts which will 
see the capital’s 6,000 traffic signals upgraded and maintained to the latest, greenest 
standards. 
 
The new Traffic Control Management Services contracts will help expand the use of intelligent 
traffic signals, as well as new crossings for pedestrian and cyclists, delivering benefits to all road 
users across London. The new contracts will also deliver a substantial saving of around £42 
million compared to the previous contracts, achieved through competitive dialogue between 
the bidders and TfL. 
 
Hammersmith Flyover weekend works completed ahead of schedule 
 
On 17 July, TfL announced that due to the early completion of essential works the remaining 
weekend closures schedules for the Hammersmith Flyover were no longer needed. During 
recent weekend closures, almost one kilometre of carriageway was waterproofed and 
resurfaced and new temporary expansion joints were also installed along the structure. The 
work being carried out is extending the life of the flyover and will ensure this vital part of the 
road network can continue serving London for years to come. 
 
Essential works to Hogarth Flyover carried out 
 
Essential work to the Hogarth Flyover in west London is currently underway as part of a 
continuing programme of road modernisation across London. The Flyover is nearly 50 years old 
and requires essential maintenance work to ensure it continues to serve the area for the next 
20 to 30 years. From 19 July until 31 August, the single lane eastbound only flyover, which 
carries traffic from the A316 onto the A4 Great West Road, was closed to traffic to allow 
engineers to replace the deck, repair parapets, steelwork and improve lighting on the slip road. 
 



  

TfL consults on measures to tackle bogus Congestion Charge websites and plans for a 
new Smartphone app 
 
On 4 August, TfL launched a consultation process asking Londoners for their views on a 
number of proposed changes to the way that they can pay the Congestion Charge. 
 
One key proposal is to make specific provision for TfL to refuse to accept Congestion Charge 
payments which are made by unofficial “copycat” websites or other unauthorised third parties 
which can mislead customers into paying more than they need to for the Congestion 
Charge. This change will be another step in combating the menace of rogue unofficial 
Congestion Charge payment websites.  
 
These unofficial sites charge unsuspecting customers up to an £8 extra on top of the daily 
Congestion Charge fee for non-existent additional services.  In some cases the sites have not 
even paid the Congestion Charge on behalf of customers, resulting in Penalty Charge Notices 
being issued. 
 
The consultation will also replace the under-used SMS payment method with a new 
Smartphone app that will allow users greater functionality. The consultation ends on 12 
September. 
 
‘Crossrail’ for cycles unveiled 
 
On 3 September, I unveiled Europe’s longest substantially-segregated urban cycleways which 
are the centrepiece of my £913 million commitment to get more Londoners on their bikes. 
 
Two continuous cycle routes almost completely separated from traffic will cross central London 
from east to west and north to south, opening up thousands of new journey opportunities for 
cyclists. 
 
The north-south route will run for more than 3 miles from Elephant & Castle to King’s Cross. 
The east-west route will run from Barking to Acton, a distance of over 18 miles, including a 
section on the Westway flyover, where one lane will be removed to create a segregated cycle 
track. 
 
Protected cycle routes will also be created through dangerous junctions, including Tower Hill, 
Blackfriars, Parliament Square and Lancaster Gate. Connections will be created to cycle routes 
servicing other parts of the City, the West End and suburbs. 
 
Subject to detailed public consultation, work will start early next year and the routes will open 
in March 2016. For more information on the consultations please visit: 
https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/cycling/northsouth and 
https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/cycling/eastwest 
 
Three new Barclays Cycle Hire docking stations to go live in south west London 
 
TfL has announcement the expansion of Barclays Cycle Hire in Battersea, with the introduction 
of three new docking stations near Northcote Road, Battersea Rise and Clapham Common. 
 
The three new docking stations are located at Clapham Common Northside, Abyssinia Close, 
and Limburg Road, with a total of 78 docking points for Barclays Cycle Hire bikes across the 
three locations. 

https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/cycling/northsouth
https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/cycling/eastwest


  

 
Free Barclays Cycle Hire on 16 and 17 August to celebrate fourth anniversary 
 
Over the weekend of 16-17 August, marking the fourth anniversary of Barclays Cycle Hire, 
Londoners and visitors alike were granted free access to cycle hire bikes for all journeys under 
30 mins. The weekend was a great success with 87,000 journeys made. 
 
The Warren School launches innovative green wall as part of Mayor’s Air Quality 
Fund 
 
On 11 July, TfL and the London Borough of Barking and Dagenham launched an innovative 
new green wall at The Warren School, the first scheme to be delivered as part of my £20 million 
Air Quality Fund to target pollution at hotspots around the capital. 
 
Students at the school on Whalebone Lane North helped to design the wall which is 54m2 and 
is made up of five plant varieties. The wall has been designed to thrive in its location, along the 
busy A1112 by trapping NO2 and PM10 particulates to mitigate air pollution, as well as 
delivering environmental benefits to the local community. 
 
London holds inaugural Car Club event 
 
On 10 July, London hosted the first gathering of stakeholders from across London and the car 
club industry to discuss how London can continue to grow the number of car club members. 
 
The number of car clubs in London in recent years has seen amazing growth, with 86 per cent 
of the UK’s 164,000 car club members now in the capital. With the population forecast to grow 
by 14 per cent, potentially bringing thousands more cars on the road in the next decade, car 
clubs are part of the solution to this challenge. 
 
London has already established itself as the leading car sharing city in Europe, but we now 
want to lead the way in developing and promoting car clubs to set an example for all other 
global cities to follow. Encouraging further use of car clubs was a key recommendation from my 
Roads Task Force. 
 
TfL successfully prosecute three bogus minicab drivers 
 
On 5 August, TfL announced that its Enforcement and on-street operations Compliance Team, 
alongside the police, had successfully prosecuted three re-offending minicab touts. 
 
These latest prosecutions now bring TfL’s total to 25 successful convictions for illegal plying 
for hire and other related offences in the last 12 months, with many more cases currently 
awaiting court dates. The three convictions were for a number of offences, including touting, 
illegal plying for hire, driving without insurance and operating without a valid private hire driver 
licence. 
 
Willesden Junction work will enable 25 per cent capacity increase on London 
Overground 
 
TfL has announced that works to deliver a 25 per cent capacity increase on the London 
Overground network are set to commence in October. These works will involve a partial 
suspension of the Bakerloo line and some London Overground services connecting to Willesden 
Junction for a five day period. 



  

 
The platform extension work is part of a continuous programme of investment and delivery of 
passenger benefits to London Overground and will enable its trains to be lengthened to five 
carriages. The extension works will take place at Willesden Junction between 29 October and 2 
November 2014. 
 
The works are part of a £320 million, 25 per cent capacity increase programme across the 
London Overground network. To accommodate the longer trains, station platforms across the 
network are being extended, train depots upgraded and expanded, new train stabling facilities 
built and alterations made to the signalling system. 
 
TfL shortlists bidders for trains for new London Overground routes 
 
On 15 July, TfL announced the four bidders shortlisted to supply new rolling stock to run on 
new London Overground routes out of Liverpool Street station and to replace current two-car 
diesel trains on the Gospel Oak Barking route. 
 
The successful bidder, who will be announced in spring 2015, will be asked to supply 39 new 
four-car, electric, metro-style trains to operate high-frequency, high-capacity suburban 
services in and around London. 
 
Thirty-one new trains will operate on routes recently devolved from the West Anglia franchise 
to TfL, which run between Liverpool Street and Enfield Town, Cheshunt (via Seven Sisters) and 
Chingford, as well as the Romford to Upminster route. Eight of the electric units will be 
allocated to the Gospel Oak to Barking service to replace the current two-carriage diesel trains 
and alleviate congestion, as well as provide a more environmentally friendly rail service. 
 
TfL appoints Barber & Osgerby to work on design of Crossrail train 
 
On 11 July, TfL announced that following a competitive process, design studio Barber & 
Osgerby have been appointed as TfL’s design partner for the fleet of Crossrail trains that will 
go into service from 2017. 
 
The London-based design studio will be working on the interior and exterior designs with TfL 
and Bombardier, who will be building the trains at their factory in Derby. Each train will be just 
over 200 metres long, made up of nine walk-through carriages and able to carry up to 1,500 
passengers.  
 
Contract signed for MTR to run Crossrail services 
 
On 30 July, TfL and MTR announced the signing of the contract for the operation of Crossrail 
services. The £1.4 billion contract is for eight years with an option to extend to ten years. 
 
MTR is expected to employ around 1,100 staff providing jobs and apprenticeships for people 
from communities along the route. They will start running services between Liverpool Street 
and Shenfield from 31 May 2015, taking over the stopping services currently operated by 
Abellio Greater Anglia. They will be staffing all stations along the route from the first to last 
train. 
 
 
 
 



  

Construction of new Crossrail stations hits halfway mark 
 
On 10 July, the construction of Crossrail’s new stations in central London and Docklands had 
reached the halfway point, with almost three miles of platform and station tunnels created 
beneath the streets of the capital. 
 
New stations at Paddington, Bond Street, Tottenham Court Road, Farringdon, Liverpool Street, 
Whitechapel, Canary Wharf, Custom House and Woolwich are currently under construction. 
 
Restoration of derelict Victorian rail tunnel complete 
 
On 29 July, TfL announced that work to restore the Connaught Tunnel, a disused rail tunnel in 
Docklands has been completed as part of the Crossrail project. The 550m long tunnel runs 
below the Royal Docks next to ExCeL London, close to London City Airport. The tunnel was 
built in 1878 and has not been in passenger use since December 2006. 
 
Estuary airport would provide thousands more jobs than any other option 
 
On 26 August, new figures indicated that a new airport in the Thames Estuary would support 
336,000 jobs around the country in 2050, around a third more than an expanded Heathrow 
and more than five times as many jobs as an expanded Gatwick airport would provide. The new 
figures were released on the day that a Chamber of Commerce survey found that the proposal 
to build a new airport in the Estuary is strongly supported by the Kent business community. 
 
The figures released are the first time that a like-for-like comparison of each of the options 
being considered by the Airports Commission has been attempted. These figures represent the 
number of jobs that will be supported by the operation of each airport and its supply chains. 
They do not account for the additional jobs that would result from the development of new 
business activity in east London and along transport corridors in Kent and Essex. 
 
In “Gateway to our Future: Why the UK needs a new hub airport” new figures from Oxford 
Economics illustrate the contribution a Thames Estuary airport would make to the UK economy. 
In 2050, the air service connectivity available at a new four runway hub airport in the Thames 
Estuary would underpin £92.1 billion of national GDP each year. By comparison, the inferior 
connectivity on offer at a three runway Heathrow would generate £59.1 billion and a two 
runway Gatwick only £22.6 billion. These figures represent the impact each airport would have 
in facilitating trade, foreign direct investment and tourism. 
 
Airports Commission turns its back on the future 
 
On 2 September, I told the Airports Commission that its failure to take forward the only 
credible option for aviation expansion means its work will become increasingly irrelevant, as I 
cannot envisage any possible scenario in which any Government would approve the expansion 
of Heathrow. 
 
The Airports Commission intends to consult on plans for new runways at Heathrow and 
Gatwick, but will not proceed with consultation on a four-runway hub airport in the Thames 
Estuary. I am incredibly disappointed that the Commission has taken the debate back to two 
options that have been on the table for half a century without ever reaching take-off. The 
Commission seemed to have no single reason to rule out an estuary airport and appeared 
unable to recommend it simply because of its sheer scale and vision. 
 



  

I remain convinced that a future Government will return to plans for a hub airport on a site to 
the east of London and any future recommendation made by the Davies Commission will be 
irrelevant. The regeneration of east London and the Thames Gateway, entirely in line with 
current Government policy, would transform the south-east and create 336,000 jobs across the 
UK, whilst contributing £92 billion annually to UK GDP by 2050, dwarfing both Heathrow and 
Gatwick. A regenerated site at Heathrow could also provide homes for up to 190,000 residents 
and as many as 90,000 jobs. 
 
I will continue to make the case for a new airport to the east of London and ensure that the 
ongoing debate is considered with the needs of Londoners at the forefront. I am also 
determined that the remaining options will receive the fullest possible scrutiny. 
 
 

Regeneration, Business, Enterprise and the Economy 
 
Win-win future for London, the UK and Europe 
 
On 6 August, I told an audience of leading business and financial experts in the City of London 
that the European Union is suffering from a crisis of economic underperformance and a 
collapse of political trust. 
 
I made clear that I believe that a reformed EU, minus crippling regulations and directives, but 
with an increased focus on completing the single market for the benefit of every Londoner and 
all Europeans would be the single best option for London, the UK and Europe. 
 
Marking the publication of a Report written by my chief economic advisor, Dr Gerard Lyons, I 
also said that should reform prove impossible, then Britain has nothing to be afraid of in exiting 
the EU, provided we do so free from hostility and rancour, whilst maintaining a confident 
outward-looking approach towards Europe and the growth markets of Asia, Africa, North 
America and Latin America. 
 
In the “The Europe Report: A win-win situation” Dr Lyons considers how London’s economy 
would be affected by four different scenarios based on the UK’s relationship with Europe in 20 
years time. It is the first time that an economic forecast regarding London’s relationship with 
the EU has looked two decades into the future and the results indicate that the best economic 
scenario for London would be for the UK to remain part of a reformed European Union. 
However, they also indicate that a scenario where the UK leaves the EU but continues to 
conduct outward looking and positive economic policies with the EU and the wider world offers 
nearly the same level of benefits. In the Report, the case for reform is made as being clearly in 
the long term interest of the EU, as well as the UK. 
 
The Report can be found at: http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/business-economy/vision-
and-strategy/the-europe-report. 
 
FE Capital Prospectus Launched 
 
On 20 August, the London Enterprise Panel (LEP) launched the Further Education Capital 
Investment Fund. 
 
London has a dynamic further education system, with over 37 further education colleges and 
over fifty registered private and work based learning institutions. The skills required by 
Londoners to enable them to compete for the career opportunities can only be delivered if 

http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/business-economy/vision-and-strategy/the-europe-report
http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/business-economy/vision-and-strategy/the-europe-report


  

these institutions are able to operate within suitably appropriate buildings and facilities 
equipped with up-to-date equipment and machinery similar to that used by London’s 
businesses. The £120 million LEP’s Further Education Capital Investment Fund is a response to 
this, inviting proposals from further education institutions for innovative projects that will best 
meet the capital’s skills needs. 
 
The Further Education Capital Investment Fund Prospectus sets out the LEP’s vision, priorities 
and requirements for Further Education Capital proposals, calling for a focus on skills 
progression, job outcomes and growth in London. 
 
The Further Education Capital Steering Group is overseeing the programme for London on 
behalf of the LEP. The Steering Group will act as a formal consultation forum, reviewing project 
applications and providing expert advice and guidance throughout project development, due 
diligence and delivery. 
 
Super Connected Cities Programme 
 
On 15 July, my Deputy Mayor, Kit Malthouse, hosted a City Hall event to introduce and outline 
the benefits of the SME connections voucher scheme. The voucher scheme is now offering 
micro-grant vouchers towards the connection costs incurred by businesses that take superfast 
broadband services. Take up of the scheme is growing across London. 
 
In addition, the programme is supporting a public-building Wi-Fi scheme, which will facilitate 
the provision of free ‘indoor’ Wi-Fi services in public sector owned and operated buildings, with 
a focus on free-entry museums, art galleries and Libraries. Wi-Fi services have been funded and 
are now live in the Imperial War Museum, the Natural History Museum and the National 
Portrait Gallery, with more than 30 more sites to follow. 
 
High Street Agenda 
 
On 17 July, at an event in Bromley Town Centre, I launched the Mayor’s Action for High 
Streets Plan, which considers the lessons learnt from several years of working with businesses 
and describes my plans to help high streets to thrive. Up to £9 million of new funding will be 
available from the autumn for grants which can be used to smarten up shop fronts, improve 
public spaces or, to hold mini festivals. The aim will be for small businesses and community 
groups to be at the heart of that funding. 
 
High streets are some of the best connected parts of London and in the Action for High Streets 
plan we make the case for them being an obvious location to accommodate the new homes 
and jobs required in London. Together with the Accommodating Growth in Town Centres 
Report, released in July, the potential for development on the huge amount of hidden space in 
London is highlighted; be it above the supermarket or health centre, behind the railway station 
or on top of a car park. London’s high streets have always evolved to take on new challenges 
and sensitively managed, these locations can reinvent themselves to find ways of 
accommodating new types of housing, retail and enterprise space in a way that supports their 
heritage and character. Altogether, there might be potential to deliver another 155,000 new 
homes and hundreds of thousands of new jobs in and around the capital’s town centres. 
 
A further document, released by my Regeneration team in July, describes how high street 
projects already funded in my Mayoral terms are making a huge difference in the capital. 
“Learning from London’s High Streets” celebrates local skills and the knowledge of the many 
different people, partnerships and organisations working together to improve High Streets. 

http://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/FE%20Capital%20Investment%20Fund%20Prospectus%20FINAL%20%28August%202014%29.pdf


  

 
The High Street renewal programme has already: 
 

 Created and safeguarded over 780 jobs. 

 Provided training for 400 young Londoners. 

 Formed 8 new trade associations, supported 11 existing associations and revived 5 more. 

 Created or improved over 30,000 sq metres of public realm. 

 Brought more than 50 empty shops back into life 
 

I also visited Bromley Town Centre to help celebrate my Outer London Fund (OLF) 
improvement scheme. £2 million OLF funding has been paired with money from TfL and has 
been used for a major overhaul of public space around Bromley market square and town centre. 
 
New paving, shared surfaces, bus stops, new trees and outside seating have all been installed. 
My funding has helped deliver improvements for the shop fronts of several small businesses in 
Bromley, as well as works to transform a street that was previously dominated by parked cars 
but now boasts shared space designed to encourage a café culture and an army of specially 
designed HG Wells inspired lamp posts. 
 
Funding confirmed to address growing shortage of construction skills 
 
On 18 August, I announced £2 million funding has been committed to a new programme that 
will address an increasing shortage of construction skills in the capital by providing training, 
work placements and support to help 500 unemployed construction workers get back into 
work. 
 
New figures have revealed that an average of just under 1,300 new skilled construction workers 
will be required in Greater London every year through to 2019 in order to fulfil the industry’s 
order book. That means around 6,450 new workers in total will be required over the five year 
period. The Construction Industry Training Board announced a new partnership with the LEP to 
work on providing a programme of skills and training activity tailored specifically to meeting 
the needs of the construction sector in Greater London. 
 
Walthamstow Wetlands 
 
Following my OLF and Big Green Fund commitment to the Walthamstow Wetlands, the project 
has been awarded Heritage Lottery Fund support, thus ensuring that the long-held aspiration 
to make the site open to the public will be delivered. The project will have an overall value of 
£8 million and will see the 200 hectare ‘site of special scientific interest’ improved with four 
new entrances, a network of foot and cycle routes, improved natural habitats and the 
restoration of a locally listed Victorian pumping station into a visitor centre, café, exhibition 
space, viewing terrace and educational space, as well as remaining functional drinking water 
reservoirs. 
 
The site will provide a vital strategic link in the Upper Lea Valley network of open space and it 
will serve growing communities on either side of the valley and be a key visitor attraction for 
north London. 
 
Blueprint for rejuvenated Southall published 
 
I have recently published, along with Ealing Council, a blueprint for a rejuvenated Southall that 
maximises the enormous potential of Crossrail. 



  

 
The Southall Opportunity Area Planning Framework sets out the planning, regeneration and 
design guidance that will lead to the creation of 6,000 new homes and up to 3,000 jobs. 
Southall has been earmarked as one of the parts of London best positioned to secure the wider 
economic benefits that Crossrail will bring. Southall will be only 18 minutes from Central 
London when Crossrail opens in 2019. The framework outlines the opportunities that exist to 
ensure Southall uses Crossrail to become one of London’s most dynamic areas. 
 
The 520 hectare Southall Opportunity Area is one of 39 areas I have designated that has 
significant capacity for new housing, commercial and other development. 
 
The Southall Opportunity Area Planning Framework can be accessed at: 
http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/planning/publications/southall-opportunity-area-
planning-framework 
 
London Arabia Event 
 
On 14 August, my Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, attended an event organised by the 
Arab-British Chamber of Commerce. The event was designed to welcome Arab visitors to 
London and to showcase what London has to offer to visitors. 
 
MedCity 
 
I have approved: 
 

 MedCity Limited’s Business Plan for the 2014-15 financial year. 

 Expenditure of up to £975,000, over a maximum of three years, by way of grant 
funding to MedCity Limited as a contribution to the costs of its activity: 

 
a) up to £182,000 of which shall be made available in 2014-15 financial year; and 
b) the balance of which shall be made available in financial years 2015-16 and 2016-17, 
following and subject to prior approval by the GLA of each of MedCity Limited’s 
business plans for those financial years. 

 
 

Housing and Land 
 
Breaking Ground in Catford Green 
 
On 15 July, I today launched construction of more than 500 new homes on the former Catford 
Dogs Stadium site in Lewisham, which had lain empty for more than 10 years. I also called on 
the Government to extend its plans to accelerate the release of disused public land to London 
and enable the GLA to unlock new development to help meet London’s housing needs. 
 
The £117 million redevelopment of ‘Catford Green’ is bringing more than a thousand jobs and 
589 new homes to the 4.7 hectare site in the heart of Lewisham under a deal reached between 
the GLA and developer Barratt London. When finished this will include 173 low cost homes to 
rent and buy. The extensive development is a major catalyst for further regeneration in Catford 
Town Centre. 
 
Since taking on almost 700 hectares of surplus public land in 2012, I have already moved 87 
per cent of it into development. There is capacity for thousands more homes on strategic 

http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/planning/publications/southall-opportunity-area-planning-framework
http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/planning/publications/southall-opportunity-area-planning-framework


  

public land across the capital, ripe for development, and these new powers would enable me to 
take sites forward far more quickly to create the high quality and affordable homes hard 
working Londoners need. 
 
Developer to build Royal Docks ‘floating village’ 
 
On 23 July, I announced the winning development partner chosen to design and build the UK’s 
first ‘floating village’ at London’s Royal Docks. 
 
Carillion Igloo Genesis have been selected to transform the 15 acres of water at the Royal 
Victoria Dock site, transforming it into a thriving community with floating homes, restaurants, 
cafes and bars. 
 
The Carillion Igloo Genesis scheme includes a custom build approach for each of the 50 
residential homes, enabling prospective occupiers to be part of the design-process of their 
homes, and a blue water square, framed by a market square and a floating corniche. 
 
There will also be a large multi-purpose events space and a mix of non-residential uses 
including restaurants, cafes, shops and leisure and office space. Plans for additional facilities, 
such as a floating Lido and an ice rink were also proposed as part of the bid. A planning 
application is expected to be submitted to Newham Council in spring 2015. 
 
Funding to build thousands more low cost homes for Londoners 
 
On 22 July, I allocated almost half a billion pounds to over 50 housing providers to build 
thousands of new affordable homes in the capital. 
 
An additional £404 million has been allocated to increase house building, which also includes 
funding for the London Housing Bank and Housing Zones, as part of an overall £1.25 billion 
package to deliver 45,000 affordable homes by 2018. The allocation will see almost half of 
London’s boroughs run their own development programme with funding from City Hall and 11 
housing associations running large scale construction programmes of over 500 homes each. 
These latest allocations will unlock a total investment of £4.23 billion into house building in the 
capital. 
 
I have formally approved the list of recipients for the allocation of the grant funding, with an 
aggregate value of up to £404.1 million and a further £136.7 million from Recycled Capital 
Grant Funds/Disposal Proceeds Funds, as a contribution to recipients’ costs of delivering 
18,034 homes through the 2015-18 Housing Covenant Programme. 
 
I have also approved the short list of projects for the revolving fund to be taken to stage 2 of 
due diligence, with an indicative allocation of £85.4 million towards the delivery of 3,273 
homes. 
 
£195 million Decent Homes Funding 
 
On 11 August, I announced a major funding boost to help improve affordable homes in poor 
condition across London. 
 
Some of the capital’s council estates are in need of urgent repair to improve the homes and 
lives of thousands of residents living in non-decent properties. To address this I have secured 



  

£145 million of Government ‘Decent Homes Funding’ that will be distributed to London 
boroughs to bring homes back to good standards. 
 
Boroughs are now invited to bid for the Decent Homes Funding, which is in addition to the 
£821 million share of the Decent Homes programme which was agreed with the Government 
and committed to 14 boroughs during 2011-15. As part of the bidding process, each borough 
will be required to review the potential for additional building of homes on their estates. 
 
RE:NEW carbon-reducing renovations to benefit 175,000 homes 
 
In July, thanks to funding secured through the European Investment Bank’s European Local 
Energy Assistance Fund, the GLA has entered into a £2.8 million contract with Capita to 
provide a RE:NEW Support Team. The team will support social housing providers, private 
landlords and owner occupier schemes to help them to contract for carbon reducing retrofit at 
increased scale, speed and value for money. The support programme is set to benefit 175,000 
homes and save 93,000 annual tonnes of carbon by 2017. 
 
The new team will provide a free programme development support service, including scoping, 
business case development, technical, funding and procurement support. In addition, they will 
provide a platform for knowledge sharing across London and will work to provide innovative 
solutions to tackle common retrofit challenges and continuously increase the scope, scale and 
speed of retrofit delivery in London. 
 
RE:NEW Support Team 
 
I had already approved: 
 

 The extension of the interim RE:NEW Support Team contract by up to £200,000 until 
the end of March 2014. 

 The submission of a GLA-led bid to the European Commission’s ELENA fund up to a 
value of £3.5million. 

 The allocation of GLA contribution of up to £376,000 over 2013-14 to 2016-17 subject 
to the budget process. 

 Entry into a Grant Agreement with the European Investment Bank for the ELENA 
funding, or other funding bodies as required. 

 The commencement of an OJEU compliant procurement process (up to a maximum of 
£3.85 million) to procure the full RE:NEW Support Team for three years. 

 The procurement, award of, entry into and, execution of, contracts to enable the 
delivery of the RE:NEW Support Team, subject to a successful funding application and 
confirmation of the budget. 

 
Expanding work to make thousands of London’s buildings more energy efficient 
 
On 29 August, I announced a further investment of almost £12 million to expand my 
programme to retrofit buildings across the capital, making them more energy efficient, 
reducing carbon emissions, creating hundreds of jobs and saving millions of pounds for 
London. 
 
The new funds will extend London’s retrofit work which since 2008 has updated over 350 
public buildings including schools, hospitals, libraries and town halls, to more buildings across 
the capital. 



  

Beam Park 
 
I have approved: 
 

 Expenditure of £450,000 from the Land and Property Programme 2014-15 budget; and 

 Additional expenditure of £190,000 in 2014-15 and £70,000 in 2015-16, which will 
increase the overall Beam Park budget to £710,000 (£640,000 2014-15 and £70,000 
2015-16) from the Housing and Land External Services Budget. 

 
I have also agreed to undertake intrusive site investigations, carry out development appraisals 
and ensure best consideration for the Beam Park site. 
 
Carlsberg Tetley & Thames Wharf Review 
 
I have approved the allocation of £200,000 of funding to support the proposed review of the 
Carlsberg Tetley and Thames Wharf sites. £125,000 of the funding will be paid to Quintain for 
the delivery of master planning and a viability plan and £75,000 will be used to fund the 
development of the delivery strategy. 
 
Sale of Maskell 1 and ex-Weighbridge Land in Hindmans Way, Dagenham Dock, RM9 
 
I have approved the sale by GLA Land and Property Ltd of Maskell 1 site and Ex-Weighbridge 
Land, both in Hindmans Way, off Choats Road, Dagenham Dock, to Stolthaven Dagenham 
Limited. 
 
I have approved the expenditure of part of the proceeds from the sale of the vacant industrial 
land on the future improvement (leading to the planned eventual adoption) of Hindmans Way, 
a private road owned by GLA Land and Property Ltd, that is in need of essential repair and 
upgrading, and whose improvement will add value to other neighbouring land owned by GLA 
Land and Property Ltd that is located on the other side of Hindmans Way. 
 
Finally, I have approved expenditure of £100,000 estimated as the cost of the sale, including 
the post-sale cost of arrangements for planning and implementing GLA Land and Property 
Ltd’s exit strategy for Hindmans Way. 
 
 

Environment 
 
Air Quality Manifesto Launch 

 
On 29 July, I launched my new Air Quality Manifesto at an event at Mansion House, co-hosted 
with the Lord Mayor of London, Alderman Fiona Woolf, and Cllr Julian Bell, Chair of London 
Councils Transport and Environment Committee. 
 
Since I was elected I have tightened the low emission zone, retired the oldest taxis and cleaned 
up the bus fleet. These measures have reduced NOx emissions by 20 per cent and PM10 
emission by 15 per cent and have halved the number of people living in areas exceeding EU 
legal limits. However, more action is needed before London has the air quality it deserves. 
 
In recognition of the scale of the UK’s air quality challenge, I am calling on the Government to: 
 



  

 Encourage and promote the cleanest vehicles through fiscal incentives that 
incorporate both carbon and air pollutant emission standards – helping to tackle the 
dieselisation of the car fleet; 

 Update the Clean Air Act to give councils the right powers to deal with pollution 
and address emissions from construction; 

 Support a local approach to air quality in London with extra cash for pollution 
hotspots; 

 Help London’s public transport go ultra-low emission by 2020 with funds for 
hybrid/electric buses and zero emission capable taxis where air quality is worst; 

 Tackle building emissions by considering air quality alongside CO2 in the 
Department for Energy and Climate Change’s priorities; and 

 Put air quality at the heart of health by using Public Health England to tackle 
exposure to air pollution 

 
I am also asking the European Commission to: 
 

 Improve testing of the new Euro 6 engine emission  standard and use it to address 
vehicle emissions; and 

 Make it easier to get EU funding to tackle pollution and create an Urban Clean Air 
Fund for European cities 

 
The Manifesto will now be used to mobile support from Government to help ensure London 
meets EU legal limits for nitrogen dioxide (NO2) as quickly as possible. 
 
Capital Clean-up 
 
On 1 August, five additional groups were awarded clean-up kits to take part in Capital Clean-
up. The groups engaged in a wide range of activities, including litter picking at Bramford 
Community Garden in Wandsworth, cleaning-up neglected community sports facilities in 
Croydon and Waltham Forest and clearing a canal-side area in Newham. This summer hundreds 
of Capital Clean-up events have taken place across London, involving 54 charities and 
community groups, helping to make London an even better place to live, work and invest. 
 
Breaker’s Yard Pocket Park 
 
On 7 August, I visited Breaker’s Yard Pocket Park in Hackney to help put the finishing touches 
to the Park before it opened to the public. 
 
Formerly a car breakers yard next to National Trust’s Sutton House, the space was awarded a 
£40,000 Pocket Park grant as part of my London’s Great Outdoors programme in autumn 
2013. 
 
Over 300 volunteers have given their time and effort into making the Park a special oasis in the 
middle of Hackney, where the community can visit to relax or get involved in some of the many 
activities that the National Trust will be running. I am delighted to say that all 100 Pocket 
Parks have now been selected across 27 boroughs. 
 
New scheme to tackle old, polluting construction machinery and boost air quality 
 
On 14 August, I revealed plans to improve the capitals air quality by targeting the oldest, most 
polluting bulldozers, diggers and other building site machinery. 



  

 
New planning rules will require construction equipment to meet standards for particulates 
(PM10) and nitrogen oxides (NOx), cutting emissions by approximately 40 per cent by 2020. 
Equipment over 10 years old will need to replaced or retrofitted on all developments in central 
London and major developments in outer London (10 homes or more or 1,000 sq foot in other 
developments), with occasional exemptions for specialist construction machinery. They will also 
improve the control of dust from construction and demolition activity which can cause 
significant health impacts and is responsible for up to 15 per cent of air pollutant emissions in 
London. This is the first time any city has introduced rules for both particulate and NOx 
emissions. 
 
The GLA has worked closely with the construction and retrofit industries over the new 
guidance, which will be implemented from September 2015 by local authorities through the 
planning system. Tighter standards will be put in place in central London, reflecting the greater 
scale and impact of construction in this area. 
 
Procurement of energy assessment consultancy support 
 
I approved expenditure of a maximum of £440,000 on environmental consultancy services from 
1st April 2014 to 31 March 2018, comprising of: 
 

 A variation of the existing contract (from 1 April 2014 to 31 May 2014) with AECOM 
for the provision of consultancy support up to a maximum of £26,507; and 

 The procurement, award of, entry into and the execution of a contract for 
environmental consultancy services from 1st June 2014 to 31 March 2018 for the 
remaining budget allocation. 

 
Environment Team work programme 2014-15 
 
I have approved expenditure of up to a maximum of £696,000 to deliver the Environment 
Team’s 2014-15 work programme. 
 
 

Social Inclusion and Health 
 
Ambitious new pilots to tackle child obesity through schools and communities 
 
On 18 July, I announced that two London boroughs will launch major programmes to tackle 
child obesity through better diets and food education. In a UK first, the boroughs will make 
changes to the way food is served in schools, hospitals and, working with major supermarkets 
and other retailers, on the high street. The aim is to show that joined up thinking can improve 
health and academic attainment of pupils and also adults in the local communities they serve. 
 
The winning boroughs, Croydon and Lambeth, have been selected following a commitment by 
the GLA and the Department for Education to fund two pilot schemes using the findings of the 
School Food Plan, written by Leon restaurant founders Henry Dimbleby and John Vincent. 
 
Work will start from September, with the boroughs set to implement or expand a range of 
projects based in schools and designed to engage whole communities. The aim is to improve 
the quality of food available to schools and communities, increase understanding of how diet 
impacts on health, develop practical cookery skills and foster a love of good food. 



  

London Health Commission 
 
The independent London Health Commission has continued its analysis of health and 
healthcare in London and has been engaged in a wide range of activity to engage Londoners 
and stakeholders including public roadshows, a deliberative event and meetings across 
London. On 13 August my Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, attended an event for the 
Northeast London sector at the Ludwig Guttmann Health Centre in Stratford. 
 
On 10 July, Victoria supported Lord Darzi to make a film about active travel. The film will be 
used to inform and engage Londoners about health issues ahead of the publication of the final 
London Health Commission report in the autumn. 
 
Change4Life 
 
On 15 July, my Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, visited St Luke’s CE Primary School in Tower 
Hamlets to mark the launch of Change4Life’s summer campaign. Victoria saw the school’s 
pupils take part in a cookery club, gardening, and a tae kwon do class. 
 
My Healthy Schools London programme helps young people keep healthy and fit through the 
school year and now Change4Life is helping them stay active throughout the summer months. 
 
Best Start in Life for London’s Children 
 
On 18 July, my Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, hosted ‘Best Start in Life for London’s 
Children’ at City Hall, with Public Health England – London, to bring together stakeholders 
who work to improve the health and wellbeing of children and young people. 
 
Meeting with Miles Scott, Chief Executive, St George's Healthcare NHS Trust 
 
On 29 July, my Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, met Miles Scott, Chief Executive, St George's 
Healthcare NHS Trust.  Victoria visited the new helipad at the hospital and discussed broader 
issues relating to health education funding in London. 
 
Capital Age Festival 
 
On 10 July, my Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, attended the Capital Age Festival in Bethnal 
Green. This event celebrated the creativity and dynamism of older Londoners. 
 
Eastern European roundtable 
 
On 24 July, my Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick hosted a meeting with representatives of the 
Eastern European Community at City Hall. 
 
 

Education and Youth 
 
London's people, heritage and cultural treasures to help boost pupils' learning 
 
On 9 July, I outlined details of the London Curriculum, which puts the city itself at the heart of 
learning in the capital, ahead of a speech I gave at an Education Reform Summit. 
 



  

I am committed to driving up standards in education and raising attainment for London's 
schoolchildren, regardless of background and where they live. The London Curriculum is one of 
several initiatives that have been introduced following recommendations that came out of my 
Education Inquiry. The aim is to deepen subject knowledge, as a result of learning about 
historical and contemporary figures associated with London and direct experience of its 
museums, galleries, historic sites and other cultural assets. 
 
The London Curriculum will initially offer fifteen teaching units supporting the new national 
curriculum for English, music, art and design, geography and history. It will be available from 
September 2014 to schools registered on the programme. Schools wishing to find out more 
should go to: www.london.gov.uk/london-curriculum. 
 
Leadership Club Programme 
 
On 17 July, my Deputy Mayor for Education & Youth, Munira Mirza, represented me at the end 
of year celebration event for my Leadership Club programme. 
 
The purpose of the event held in London’s Living Room was to celebrate the hard work and 
involvement of the young people, schools and project staff over the past year. Over 45 pupils 
and 20 staff members attended and took part in a number of activities. Pupils were presented 
with certificates to recognise their involvement in the Leadership Clubs, which aim to improve 
behaviour, self-discipline and educational achievement of pupils aged 10 - 14 years old in 
London schools. 
 
Fulham Boys School September 2014 opening confirmed 
 
The Fulham Boys School, a new secondary free school in West London, was recently forced to 
abandon plans to open on a temporary site in Gibbs Green, West Kensington, because a 
permanent home for the school could no longer be guaranteed. 
 
However, working closely with the Education Funding Agency, I have secured an agreement in 
principle from CAPCO (owners of the temporary site at Gibbs Green) that allows for a one year 
extension to the lease, a move that will mean pupils can occupy the temporary site until at least 
July 2017. This extension, coupled with my guarantee to help the school find a permanent 
home in the Borough, means the Education Funding Agency has agreed to release the funds to 
enable the school to open as planned this September. 
 
City Hall will work with the school, the Borough, and the funding agency, to find a permanent 
site from 2017. 
 
Dragons Den Competition 
 
On 31 July, my Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, attended a community event in Kingston. This 
was funded in part by the National Citizens Service and was designed to empower young 
people to strengthen relationships in their local community by way of a “Dragon’s Den” style 
competition. 
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Olympic and Paralympic Legacy and Sport 
 
Stratford re-zoning and Olympicopolis design competition 
 
On 21 July, I announced that the three Stratford stations (Stratford International, Stratford 
Station and Stratford High Street) would be re-zoned to zone 2/3 from 2016 in order to 
maximise the unique Olympicopolis project and wider strategic plans for Stratford. 
 
At the same time, I launched a design competition for Olympicopolis – the planned cultural and 
educational quarter on Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park. This new quarter on Stratford waterfront 
at the gateway to the site will bring together outstanding organisations to showcase 
exceptional art, dance, history, craft, science, technology and cutting edge design. 
 
Internationally renowned institutions, the Victoria and Albert Museum and Sadler's Wells are 
planning to occupy the new development, with University College London planning a move to 
a neighbouring site south of Anish Kapoor's ArcelorMittal Orbit sculpture. More than 700 
design teams from around the world have already registered their interest in the competition. 
 
Summer events on Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park 
 
On 27 July, Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park hosted the Great British Carnival to celebrate the 
two year anniversary of the opening of the London 2012 Olympic and Paralyampic Games. 
 
Around 30,000 people turned out for the free carnival to enjoy a Brazilian themed procession, 
arts and crafts workshops, live music and a spectacular light show finale. On 17 August, the 
Park hosted ‘Picnic in the Park’ where around 4,000 local people came to the Park to enjoy 
food, face painting and story-telling. 
 
Local Plan Consultation 
 
On 18 August, the London Legacy Development Corporation formally launched its Local Plan 
consultation. Once adopted in spring 2015, the Local Plan will provide strategic guidance for all 
the developments in the area and will form part of decisions about planning applications in the 
area until 2031. The consultation closes on 6 October. 
 
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park celebrates 3 million visitors 
 
On 22 August, Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park celebrated reaching the milestone of 3 million 
visitors by holding a day of activity, which included discounts on tickets for the ArcelorMittal 
Orbit, free cycling on the road circuit at Lee Valley VeloPark and demonstrations from resident 
basketball team the London Lions. 
 
£1 million investment in FreeSport programme 
 
On 24 July, I announced a new partnership with Coca-Cola Great Britain to give tens of 
thousands of Londoners the chance to try new sports and activities. 
 
My £500,000 investment in my hugely successful FreeSport programme will be match funded 
by Coca-Cola Great Britain over the next two years. It is expected that this combined grant of 
£1 million will enable approximately 34,000 people of all ages and abilities to access free 
sporting activities and provide grants for around 600 sports clubs and organisations in the 
capital. 



  

 
A key part of my £22.5 million Sports Legacy Programme, FreeSport allows sports clubs, 
organisations, youth groups and community groups to apply for grants of up to £1,500 to run 
free activities for Londoners, of all ages and abilities, to encourage more people to try sports. 
 
The match funding from Coca-Cola Great Britain will allow my FreeSport programme to reach 
twice as many people by 2016. The scheme will specifically target those who traditionally are 
less likely to engage in sport, including women, the elderly, and black and minority ethnic 
groups. 
 
London Sport – a new body to lead the delivery of grassroots sports 
 
On 12 August, I welcomed the appointment of Peter Fitzboydon as Chief Executive Officer of 
London Sport, a new organisation to lead the delivery of grassroots sport in London. 
 
London Sport forms a single new strategic body for sport and physical activity in London, 
bringing together five existing bodies. Its remit is to get more people of all ages to participate 
in sport by working with governing bodies, sports clubs, employers and others. The move is 
designed to ensure a continuing legacy from London’s 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games by 
providing a more coordinated and efficient approach to grassroots sports provision. It will also 
seek to capitalise on opportunities for grassroots sport arising from major sports events being 
held in London in the coming years. 
 
London Sport is backed by Sport England, the GLA and London Councils and will be chaired by 
Kate Hoey MP, my Commissioner for Sport. It will have a budget of £5million to deliver 
grassroots sports programmes across London. 
 
Toronto Mayor’s Cricket Team 
 
On 23 June, my Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, met with Toronto Mayor’s Cricket Team who 
were in London to celebrate winning the International Cricket Council Americas Award for the 
Best Promotional Program. 
 
Global Champions Tour 
 
On 15 August, my Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, attended the Global Champions Tour Show 
Jumping event.  My office provided city support to facilitate a London leg of the Tour, which is 
a fitting equestrian legacy event to London 2012. 
 
Approval of the LLDC’s Ten Year Business Plan including 2014/15 budget 
 
I have given consent to the LLDC Board’s decision to approve the Legacy Corporation’s Ten 
Year Business Plan. I have also noted that the Ten-Year Business Plan replaces the format of 
Three-Year Business Plans which had been used in previous years. 
 
Invictus Games 2014 on Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park 
 
In recognition of the significance of London playing host to the 2014 Invictus Games and as a 
city contribution towards the staging of the event, I have: 
 

 Directed the LLDC to waive fees, totalling £585,808, relating to the staging of the 
2014 Invictus Games on Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park; and 



  

 Directed TfL to provide 1,000 PAYG Oyster cards at a cost to TfL of approximately 
£66,000, for use by carers, families and friends of the athletes who will be participating 
in the 2014 Invictus Games. 

 
 

Culture and Events 
 
Notting Hill Carnival 
 
On 24 and 25 August, I supported London’s Notting Hill Carnival, the largest free street festival 
of its kind in Europe. This fantastic event featured a broad range of music, including 
masquerade bands, steel pan, soca and calypso. 
 
Attended by Ray Lewis, my Senior Advisor for Mentoring, this year’s Carnival presented the 
delightful children’s parade and the Grand Finale, which showcased a sea of vibrant colours 
with 60 bands in magnificent costumes dancing to the tantalizing rhythms of the mobile sound 
systems.  Around 1 million people attended the event across the weekend, bringing the streets 
of Notting Hill alive with the sounds and tastes of the Caribbean. Notting Hill Carnival is one of 
the capital’s most important cultural events and is key in supporting tourism in London. 
 
London Mela 
 
On 31 August, I once again supported London Mela in Gunnersbury Park. London Mela is 
Europe's biggest outdoor south Asian Festival and is produced by Ealing Council. The festival 
celebrates the cultures of South East Asia and this year’s festival attracted over 70,000 
Londoners. 
 
Liberty Festival 
 
On 30 August, National Paralympic Day, featuring the Liberty Festival, took place at Queen 
Elizabeth Olympic Park. The Liberty Festival, one of my key annual cultural events, is now in its 
12th year and celebrates the talents of deaf and disabled artists. For the second time Liberty 
was combined with an exciting programme of Paralympic and community sports. 
 
My Deputy Mayor for Education and Culture, Munira Mirza, attended the event and was able 
to see the results of months of hard work to create a wide ranging programme for Liberty, with 
music, dance, film, arts installations and children’s activities. The GLA entered into a 
partnership with London Legacy Development Corporation and British Paralympic Association 
to deliver the event. The day attracted disabled and non-disabled people alike and was one of 
a number of successful popular events that has taken place in the great new space at Queen 
Elizabeth Olympic Park. 
 
First World War centenary Act of remembrance and exhibition at City Hall 
 
On Monday 4 August, together with the Chair of the London Assembly, Roger Evans, I took 
part in an Act of remembrance at City Hall to mark the centenary of the First World War. 
 
This sought to remember the many thousands of Londoners who lost their lives during the war, 
including the 1068 staff and members of the London County Council, a predecessor of the 
present day GLA. The occasion was attended by GLA staff and Assembly Members, along with 
a number of guests from different organisations. Amongst these were the Assistant 
Metropolitan Police Commissioner, Bishop of London, Bishop of Southwark, and 



  

representatives from Royal British Legion, London HQ, Network Rail, Imperial War Museum and 
War Memorials Trust. 
 
As part of City Hall’s commemoration of the First World War, my Events Team produced an 
exhibition entitled ‘Exploring London’s First World War memorials’, which is on display until 
15th September and again in November. This includes a number of newly commissioned 
photographs illustrating the variety of war memorials in London, examples of which can be 
seen in every borough. In addition, the London Assembly worked to create a film which 
featured more than 100 GLA and Assembly staff and members reading the names of all the 
former colleagues from the LCC who died during between 1914-1918. This was displayed on 
screens on the map area of City Hall during August. 
 
Royal Opera House Big Screen 
 
On 15 July, I supported the screening on Trafalgar Square of La Boheme, the second of three 
live relays of operas from the Royal Opera House. The screenings were part of BP Big Screens 
2014, which this year celebrated the 25 year partnership of BP and the Royal Opera House. 
These events attract an enthusiastic and attentive audience of 5000 music lovers, and have 
become a popular feature of summer evenings in London in recent years. The final Royal Opera 
House screening of the summer, Rogoletto, takes place on 17th September. 
 
Eid Festival 
 
On 2 August, this year’s Eid Festival took place on Trafalgar Square. The event celebrated 
London's diverse Muslim communities and included a cultural programme of art, food, fashion 
and music. For the first time the Festival had a Souk bazaar, catwalk show, ‘Spirit of Ramadan’ 
exhibition and a Malaysia Kitchen and food market, all providing a unique opportunity to 
educate attendees about Islamic culture from around the world. 
 
Attended by Will Walden, my Director of Communications, the estimated attendance was 
20,000 people throughout the day, with key sponsors Lebara Mobile and Malaysia Kitchen 
supporting the event. 
 
Big Dance 2014 
 
This year’s Big Dance festival ran from 5 – 13 July, with a wide range of events including an A-
Z of Big Dance throughout the Westfield Shopping Centres, which culminated in The Big 
Dance Weekend, with large scale dance events for everyone across England. 
 
The centrepiece event on Trafalgar Square, the Big Commonwealth Dance, by Rafael 
Bonachela, Artistic Director of Sydney Dance Company, was a live link-up of thousands of 
dancers between London, Glasgow and Sydney. The Big Dance Shorts film commissions for 
Channel 4 and British Council were screened on Channel 4 during the festival week, with 
900,000 viewers and as part of Brazil Day during the World Cup celebrations. 
 
Finally, the Big Dance Bus toured the capital, creating 16 day-long events at locations 
including Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park (for the Queen’s Baton Relay and Liberty Festival), 
Sidcup, Hillingdon, Sutton, Poplar and Bell Square, Hounslow. 
 
  



  

Deputy Mayor presented Culture Strategy to the London Assembly 
 
On 16 July, my Deputy Mayor for Education and Culture, Munira Mirza, was invited by the 
London Assembly to present my updated Culture Strategy. Key points raised by Assembly 
Members included supporting live music venues through the London Plan, the GLA and 
Theatre’s Trust small theatres initiative fund and provision of artists’ studios in the capital. 
 
Munira responded to queries and outlined my culture priorities, such as affordable and long 
term studio spaces, culture in regeneration activities, signature and world class projects such as 
an art commission to light eight central London bridges and a Lido on the Thames. 
 
Gigs 2014 
 
Between 19 July and 9 August, my busking competition Gigs brought 1,000 hours of free 
music to the streets of London. Gigs 2014 has entertained 1.8 million people in some of 
London’s busiest public spaces. This year acts were able to enter Gigs at roadshows in 
Westfield Stratford City and Newham Music Trust’s centre in Plaistow, as well as through the 
usual online entry process. 
 
A series of skills development and industry awareness courses have been taking place and will 
continue later in the year. 200 acts aged 11 to 25 made it to the live performance period. 
London’s biggest free music festival came to an end with an afternoon of performances in 
Green Park as part of Ride London. 
 
Public voting took place until 31 August, through a new voting app, to select the public’s 
favourite three acts for the Gigs 2014 Grand Final. They will be joined by 15 acts chosen by a 
panel of industry judges. The Grand Final will take place on Sunday 7 September at Westfield 
Stratford City. 
 
Designing a Moment: The London 2012 Cauldron at the Museum of London 
 
On 25 July, the Museum of London opened the new home for the London 2012 Cauldron. This 
permanent exhibition celebrates Thomas Heatherwick’s cutting edge design and the 
unforgettable moment when it was revealed to the world during the Olympic opening 
ceremony. 
 
Launch of the Society of London Theatre’s report at City Hall 
 
On 30 July, the London Theatre Report was launched at City Hall. London is a world leader in 
commercial and independent theatre. To evidence the value of the sector, the Society of 
London Theatres and the National Theatre commissioned the London Theatre Report. The 
report presents a picture of the size and shape of London theatre and found that in 2012/13 
22 million people attended a London theatre performance, making London the biggest theatre 
city in the world ahead of New York. 
 
Spectra lights up the London sky to commemorate First World War 
 
On 4 August, Spectra, a light installation by artist Ryoji Ikeda was unveiled next to the Houses 
of Parliament to mark the moment that Britain entered the First World War. 
 



  

The installation included light beams that stretched 15km into the night sky visible at distances 
up to 10 miles. I co-commissioned this powerful piece with 14-18 NOW. The public response 
has been hugely positive, with over 50,000 people visiting the installation. 
 
70th anniversary commemoration of the Warsaw Uprising 
 
On 1 August, I visited the Polish capital Warsaw to attend commemorative events marking the 
70th anniversary of the Warsaw Uprising. This was a pivotal event in Poland's history as it saw 
the underground army rise up against Warsaw's Nazi occupiers but ultimately be defeatedafter 
63 days of fierce fighting. 
 
I was invited to attend the commemorations by the Mayor of Warsaw and the British 
Ambassador and joined other city leaders from Banská Bystrica, Berlin, Budapest, Paris and 
Wellington. 
 
Whilst in Warsaw, I met with Polish business leaders and with Polish and British veterans at a 
special Great British Afternoon Tea hosted by the British Embassy. 
 
St Paul's Cathedral WW1 Commemoration Service 
 
On 3 August, my Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, attended a commemoration service in St 
Paul’s Cathedral marking the beginning of World War One. 
 
Poppies in the Tower 
 
On 5 August, my Deputy Mayor, Victoria Borwick, attended the Historic Royal Palaces 
unveiling of the Poppies at The Tower installation at the Tower of London. 
 
Fourth Plinth Commissioning Programme 
 
I have approved: 
 

 The annual GLA expenditure of £254,000 for the delivery of the Fourth Plinth 
Commissioning Programme in the financial years 2015/16, 2016/17 and 2017/18; 

 The acceptance and associated expenditure of grant income from Arts Council England 
of £130,000 towards the delivery of the Hans Haacke and David Shrigley commissions, 
covering the period April 2014 to July 2016; 

 The seeking of sponsorship and external income to assist in meeting the costs of 
delivering the Fourth Plinth Commissioning Programme; and 

 The entry into and execution of appropriate grant funding agreements with the 
successful shortlisted artists for the fifth commissioning round and the two successful 
commissioned artists. 

 

 

Volunteering 
 
Small Grants Programme 
 
On 28 August, Team London launched its Small Grants Programme, with 10 partners being 
provided with grants of up-to £10,000 each with a target to provide 5,000 additional 



  

volunteering opportunities. This year the focus is on projects which provide young people with 
volunteering opportunities. 
 
The programme was launched at FoodCycle’s Pie in the Sky Café in Bromley by Bow, which is 
providing volunteering opportunities for 90 young people who will be given skills to progress in 
the food sector. 
 
HeadStart London 
 
I recently launched Headstart London, which is a Team London initiative to help young people 
into work. The programme gives 16-18 year olds the chance to build employability skills 
through social action projects, and reward them with interviews which offer them the chance of 
their first paid work experience. Targets are for 5000 young people to volunteer 16 hours 
through the programme, with 3,500 being assessed as work ready as a result. 
 
Since it was launched, 130 young people have now volunteered, with approximately 100 of the 
participants already completing their required 16 hours of volunteering.  As part of the 
programme, participants are offered the opportunity to attend a customer service session, a 
communication workshop delivered by AGL education and, on completion of their 
volunteering, are eligible for a guaranteed interview for seasonal or part time work with our 
corporate partners Starbucks and New Look. 
 
Team London Knowledge Quiz 
 
The London Knowledge Quiz, which I launched at the Museum of London, offers primary and 
secondary school pupils the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge of their city as they 
compete with schools across the capital to win my Award for London Knowledge. 191 schools 
signed up to take part in the 2014 London Knowledge Quiz. Schools competed in two online 
rounds. The three top scoring primary schools and three top scoring secondary schools then 
competed in the live final, which took place on 9 July 2014. The final was hosted by TV 
presenter Michael Absalom and I awarded the prizes to the winners. 
 
The winning schools of the 2014 London Knowledge Quiz were: 
 

 Primary school: St George’s Hanover Square, Westminster 

 Secondary school: Ursuline High School, Merton 
 
Visitor Welcome and Events 
 
650 Team London Ambassadors were back this summer, providing a visitor welcome at 9 of the 
busiest locations across London. For the first time since the 2012 Games, the volunteers 
included 100 newly recruited and trained Ambassadors. 
 
Over 330 volunteers continued to support the main events taking place in London, including 
Ride London, my Gigs Programme and Summer Streets. 30 unemployed young volunteers were 
sourced through our partners City Gateway and Inspire and volunteered at the events. These 
volunteers will now be provided with the further training that they will need to get them into 
work. 
 
  



  

Team London Young Ambassadors 
 
In July, we announced that the Spirit of 2012 Trust is providing £450,000 between now and 
the end of 2016 to enable the expansion of the Team London Young Ambassadors programme, 
supporting the GLA to help us reach out to schools who may not otherwise engage with the 
programme. 
 
 

LFEPA 
 
Direction to LFEPA on partial performance 
 
I have directed LFEPA to: 
 

 Instruct the London Fire Commissioner to take a report to the 2 October 2014 LFEPA 
meeting, investigating the benefits and risks to LFEPA associated with withholding 
payment from firefighters for part or the whole period of duty on which they are on 
strike; 

 Provide me with copies of the ballot result and the notification of the industrial action 
for the Fire Brigade Union’s action on its pension dispute with the Government; and 

 Provide me with a copy of the employment contract LFEPA has in place with its 
firefighters. 

 
Direction to LFEPA on the disposal of nine of its former fire stations 
 
In relation to the sale of nine former fire stations at Belsize, Bow, Clerkenwell, Downham, 
Kingsland, Silvertown, Southwark, Westminster and Woolwich, I directed LFEPA to: 
 

 Report to me with all available information on the bids submitted to LFEPA within 
twelve weeks of their receipt; and 

 Await my response before entering into any agreements to dispose of the nine former 
fire stations. 

 
 

GLA Organisation, Budget and Finance 
 
Transition of IT Services to TfL Datacentre 
 
I have approved expenditure of up to £75,000 from the Technology Group capital budget for 
the purchase of high speed network and storage equipment for use at the TfL datacentre. 
 
Shared Committee Services – GLA and TfL 
 

Under section 401A(3) of the Greater London Authority Act 1999, I have approved the GLA 

entering into an arrangement with TfL for the GLA’s discharge of the relevant TfL secretariat 

services functions. 
 
  



  

Shared Committee Services – GLA and LLDC 
 

Under section 401A(3) of the Greater London Authority Act 1999, I have approved the GLA 

entering into an arrangement with the London Legacy Development Corporation for the GLA’s 

discharge of the relevant London Legacy Development Corporation secretariat services 

functions. 
 
GLA Outturn 2013-14 
 
I have approved transfers to and from GLA reserves and noted the write off of debts totalling 
£208,648. 
 
 

Planning and Development Control 
 
Planning Unit External Income Charges 
 
I have approved an increase in the Planning pre-application service charges from £4,000 for an 
initial meeting, to £5,000, with effect from September 2014. The charges for a follow up 
meeting will remain unchanged at £1,000. 
 
I have also approved the recovery of costs from the applicants, associated with expediting the 
processing and assessing of strategic planning applications, including entering into Planning 
Performance Agreements with developers, as appropriate. 
 
Old Oak Common – Development Infrastructure Funding Study 
 
I have approved additional expenditure of up to £80,000 in order to fund the preparation and 
completion of a Development Infrastructure Funding study for Old Oak Common, funded via a 
transfer from the Pre-Application Planning Reserve. 
 
 
Planning Decisions (Stage II referrals) 

 
Octavia House, LB Southwark 
I have written to the London Borough of Southwark stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
88 Bushey Road, LB Merton 
I have written to the London Borough of Merton stating that I am content to allow the Council 
to determine the application itself. 
 
1 Bank Street Heron Quays West, LB Tower Hamlets 
I have written to the London Borough of Tower Hamlets stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Sutcliffe Park, RB Greenwich 
I have written to the Royal Borough of Greenwich stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
  



  

Christies Site Nine Elms, LB Wandsworth 
I have written to the London Borough of Wandsworth stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Marble Arch Tower, City of Westminster 
I have written to the City of Westminster stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 
 
10 Lollard Street, LB Lambeth 
I have written to the London Borough of Lambeth stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Bedfont Lakes Development, LB Hounslow 
I have written to the London Borough of Hounslow stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Development Site at 4 Lilestone Street, City of Westminster 
I have written to the City of Westminster stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 
 
28 Ensign Street, LB Tower Hamlets 
I have written to the London Borough of Tower Hamlets stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Leven Wharf (former Glaucus Works), LB Tower Hamlets 
I have written to the London Borough of Tower Hamlets stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
The Former Somerfield Site, LB Havering 
I have written to the London Borough of Havering stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Lymington Fields, LB Barking and Dagenham 
I have written to the London Borough of Barking and Dagenham stating that I am content to 
allow the Council to determine the application itself. 

 
Telehouse Far East, LB Tower Hamlets 
I have written to the London Borough of Tower Hamlets stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
 
Delegated Stage II Decisions 
 
The Deputy Mayor for Policy and Planning, under powers I have delegated to him, has sent 
letters in response to the following statutory referrals: 
 
5-6 Stanhope Street and 18A Curzon Street, City of Westminster 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the City of Westminster stating that he is content to allow 
the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
  



  

Farmiloe Site St John Street, LB Islington 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Islington stating that he is content to 
allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Gas Holder Site, RB Kingston upon Thames 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames stating that he 
is content to allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Paragon Heights, LB Redbridge 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Redbridge stating that he is content 
to allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Leopold Estate Phase 2, LB Tower Hamlets 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the London Borough of Tower Hamlets stating that he is 
content to allow the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
 
Planning Decisions (Stage I referrals) 
 
I have asked officers to send letters giving comments about the following stage one referrals: 
 

 Beal High School, LB Redbridge 

 West Twyford Primary School, LB Ealing 

 Former Inland Revenue Site, LB Richmond upon Thames 

 2 Millharbour, LB Tower Hamlets 

 Callis Yard Depot, RB Greenwich 

 Durham Court and Garages, LB Brent 

 Former ARLA Food Depot, LB Hillingdon 

 25-33 Berners Street, City of Westminster 

 Reynard Mills, LB Hounslow 

 Garden Bridge, City of Westminster 

 Garden Bridge, LB Lambeth 

 Digby Stuart College Roehampton University, LB Wandsworth 

 New Covent Garden Market, LB Wandsworth 

 Land adjacent to Sipson Road, LB Hillingdon 

 Hornsey Reuse and Recycling Centre, LB Haringey 

 St Ann’s Hospital, LB Haringey 

 The Arches Business Centre, LB Ealing 

 196-222 King’s Road, RB Kensington and Chelsea 

 Grange Walk, LB Southwark 

 Meridian Gate Marsh Wall, LB Tower Hamlets 

 101 Camley Street, LB Camden 

 102 Camley Street, LB Camden 

 41 Picketts Lock Lane, LB Enfield 

 BBC Television Centre White City, LB Hammersmith and Fulham 

 Gascoigne Estate, LB Barking and Dagenham 

 Albert Wharf, LB Hammersmith and Fulham 

 Barnet and Southgate College, LB Barnet 

 Plot NO205, NO205, NO206 & NO207 Greenwich Peninsula, RB Greenwich 



  

 Hill House, LB Southwark 

 Gaelic Athletic Association, LB Hillingdon 

 Deephams Sewage Treatment Works, LB Enfield 

 27-33 Parkgate Road, LB Wandsworth 
 
 
Decisions made under delegation to Assistant Director - Planning 
 

 575 North End Road, LB Brent 

 Marco Polo House, LB Wandsworth 

 Land at Sipson Farm, LB Hillingdon 

 Enfield Council Local Development Framework, LB Enfield 

 213-215 Warwick Road, RB Kensington and Chelsea 

 142-170 Streatham Hill and Wentworth House, LB Lambeth 

 St Michaels and All Angels Academy, LB Southwark 

 Draft Development Management Policies, Development Plan Document, LB Brent 

 2 Trafalgar Way, LB Tower Hamlets 

 Vauxhall Sky Gardens, LB Lambeth 

 Vauxhall Square, LB Lambeth 

 Leamouth Peninsula North, LB Tower Hamlets 
 

 

Key Engagements 
 
Among my additional engagements since my last report were the following: 
 

 I attended the Police & Crime Committee on 10 July 

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London and Crossrail on 10 July 

 I hosted a media summer party at City Hall on 14 July 

 I chaired the MOPAC Challenge on 14 July 

 I attended the Metropolitan Police Passing Out Parade taking place at West Ham 
Football Club on 14 July 

 I visited the new housing development on GLA land at the former Catford Greyhound 
Stadium on 15 July 

 I hosted a community reception for Havering and Redbridge on 15 July 

 I attended the London Legacy Corporation Summer Reception at the House of Lords on 
15 July 

 I chaired the London Enterprise Panel on 16 July 

 I met with Christopher North, Amazon, on 16 July to discuss investing and job creation 
in London 

 I had my regular meeting with Mayor Jules Pipe, Chair of London Councils, on 16 July 
to discuss areas of joint working 

 I met with Simon Linnett, Chair of the Independent Transport Commission on 16 July to 
discuss Transport in London 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 16 July 

 I held my regular “Ask Boris” Twitter session on 16 July 

 I jointly hosted, with the London Assembly and London Councils, a reception on 16 July 
for all new Councillors elected at the May 2014 London borough elections 



  

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London on 17 July 

 I visited Bromley Town Centre on 17 July to see the completed works at East Street 
and, the works underway in Market Square, to look at how the OLF is transforming 
London’s High Streets 

 I visited Christ Church Primary School, LB Lambeth, on 18 July to announce the 
flagship borough winners of Lighter London 

 I attended the City Centred Parliamentary Reception & the launch of Graham Allen’s 
Private Member’s Bill, at the House of Commons, on 21 July 

 I had my regular discussion on Policing in London with Craig Mackey, the Metropolitan 
Deputy Police Commissioner, on 21 July 

 I met with Dennis Hone, Chief Executive, and Neale Coleman, Deputy Chair, of the 
London Legacy Development Corporation on 22 July 

 I chaired the London Legacy Development Corporation Board meeting on 22 July 

 I met with AC Mark Rowley on 22 July to discuss policing and security in London 

 I attended Mayor's Question Time on 23 July 

 I met with Dr Chanchai, Chairman of the Reignwood Group, on 23 July to discuss 
investing in London 

 I met with various GLA work experience students on 23 July 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 23 July 

 I attended the Coca Cola Parklives Event at QEOP on 24 July 

 I met with Mr Shi Wang, Chairman of China Vanke Co Ltd, on 24 July to discuss 
investing in London 

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London on 24 July 

 I attended the launch of the West End Impact Zone on 28 July 

 I met with the Mayor's Fund for London on 28 July 

 I had my regular meeting with Ron Dobson, the Commissioner of the London Fire 
Emergency Planning Authority, on 28 July 

 I attended the Air Quality Awards on 29 July 

 I met with Cllr Peter John, Leader of LB Southwark on 29 July to discuss borough issues 

 I launched the Safer Lorries Consultation Launch on 29 July 

 I visited the Barking Riverside Development on 30 July to launch my 2050 
Infrastructure Plan 

 I met with Cllr Kevin Davis, Leader RB Kingston, on 30 July to discuss borough issues 

 I attended a viewing of Andrew Parson’s ‘Royalty, Politics and War’ exhibition at the 
Elwood and Atfield Gallery on 30 July 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 30 July 

 I attended the Sobriety Scheme Launch in LB Croydon on 31 July 

 I visited the South East Cancer Help Centre in Purley, LB Croydon, on 31 July 

 I visited Warsaw on 1 August to represent London and the UK at the City of Warsaw’s 
official events commemorating the 70th anniversary of the 1944 Warsaw Uprising. The 
main aspects of the visit were: 

o I attended the wreath laying ceremonies at both the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier and the Undefeated Dead Monument 

o I met with British and Polish veterans from the conflict 
o I addressed an investor breakfast event which was hosted by the British 

Ambassador to Poland. 

 I attended the Mayor & Assembly joint ceremony on 4 August to mark the centenary of 
the day that Britain entered the First World War 



  

 I attended the WW1 Centenary Commemoration Service at Westminster Abbey on 4 
August 

 I had dinner with Nick Ferrari on 5 August 

 I had my regular discussion on Policing in London with Sir Bernard Hogan-Howe, the 
Metropolitan Police Commissioner, on 5 August 

 I hosted my regular monthly “Ask Boris” Phone in with Nick Ferrari on 5 August 

 I held my regular “Ask Boris” Twitter session on 5 August 

 I met with Amol Rajan & Evgeny Lebedev, the Independent, on 6 August to discuss 
London issues 

 I met with David Dinsmore, Editor of the Sun, on 6 August to discuss London issues 

 I attended an event to launch “The Europe Report: a win win situation” by Dr Gerard 
Lyons on 6 August 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 6 August 

 I visited the pocket park attached to Sutton House in LB Hackney on 7 August 

 I visited Stamford Hill on 7 August to meet the Leaders of the Kol Boniach Charity 

 I hosted a lunch for the Outer London Commission on 8 August 

 I met with Kerry & Gavin Knoesen and their son Matthew on 8 August 

 I visited the Imperial War Museum on 8 August to view the new First World War 
Galleries 

 I spoke to Ron Dobson, the London Fire Commissioner, on 11 August to discuss the 
FBU industrial action 

 I met with His Excellency Ali Shareef Al Emadi, Chairman of Qatari Diar, on 27 August 
to discuss investing in London 

 I had my regular meeting with Gordon Innes, London & Partners, on 27 August 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 27 August 

 I met with the Rt Hon Bob Neill MP on 27 August to discuss Bromley and Chislehurst 

 I met with Blondell Cluff on 28 August to discuss the West India Committee 

 I spoke to Sir Bernard Hogan Howe, Metropolitan Police Commissioner, on 29 August 

 I met with Neil MacGregor, Director of the British Museum, on 1 September to discuss 
the Olympicopolis project 

 I addressed the UCL Law Graduation Ceremony on 1 September 

 I had my regular discussion on Policing in London with Sir Bernard Hogan-Howe, the 
Metropolitan Police Commissioner, on 1 September 

 I hosted my regular monthly “Ask Boris” Phone in with Nick Ferrari on 2 September 

 I met with Dr Andrew Tan, Chairman of Alliance Global Group, on 2 September to 
discuss investing in London 

 I announced the start of the consultation period on the new North-South and East-
West cycle superhighways through London on 3 September 

 

Ends 
 


